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Reflecting
back on 202¢

Great Basin Outdoor School finished with another successful year as a nonprofit
connecting northern Nevada children with nature.

Highlights of this year include bringing more students to our programs and
gaining new supporters.

Our multtday programs ranging from twio four-day science campsn the shore
of Lake Tahoe and fixalay school break dagamps at the River School Farm

in Reno understandably haviee most lasting impact on the childreandour day
schooffield trips, usually at Galena Creek or Spooner Lake, prawds=coming
invitation and introduction to outdoor learningdventures.

We scheduled 7 weeks of overnight scienaenpsand 22 day programs for
school classes,Weeks of school break daamps, seasonal professional
development sessions to bestepare oureducational staff, 9nonthly family
hikes, andbur annualTruckeeRiver Snapshdday.

As we continue to encourage outdoor education for youth, we focus on following
our values, improving programs, and making positive impacts with students.

Great Basin Outdoor School
Values

1 Our Belief

2 Experience

Every child needs and deserves
opportunities to connect with nature and
one another and to learn the science of
our natural world.

3 Safety & Fun

Ensure that everything we do adds value
to the experience of our students,
teachers, parents, and community
members.

4 Positive Impacts

Maintain a balance between hands-on
discovery, adventure, wonderment, and
safety. Along with safety, participants
must have fun! Safety first, learning
second, and fun always!

5 Respect

Positively impact the areas where we
explore, work, and educate our students.
Also. positively impact the educational
curriculum for teachers and students by
engaging in hands-on discovery.

6 Honor & Appreciation

Each person's skills, talents and abilities
are valued and respected, and we strive
to maintain a diverse and inclusive
organization where everyone feels that
they belong. We seek to foster respect,
responsibility, and cooperation among
our students

7 Leadership & Exploration

Honor and appreciate the value of all our
supporters, staff, volunteers, donors,
partners, grantors, board members, and
community members.

8 Communication

Allow students to take leadership roles
and explore their surroundings. Let them
wonder and ask questions. Our staff are
great role models as they demonstrate
leadership, excel in knowledge, and
inspire students.

We strive for clarity in communication.
Whether communication occurs via
email, phone call, physical letter, or in-
person, we strive for clear, concise, and
correct information regarding any matter.



Message from our E S e,
Executive Director i | Al

As | am reaching my fourth year of working L ™y =
with Great Basin Outdoor School, | am proud™ e -
the impact we have on northern Nevada
students. This impact, wouldn't be possible
without the generous community support we
receive. | want to send a huge thayéu to all | — |
of the private foundations, funders, and dono e . W=
who believe in our mission. Additionally, we o F e
can't do this without our dedicated staff
members who put so much effort into their
work. You all help bring our vision to life, and *
we appreciate all that you do!

O g gy

Emily Barnes, Executive Director > Ui



Since 1998, we've served over 22,462
students with our mission to ignite
children's passion for learning and foste
cooperation, respect, and responsibility
through handson discovery in the
outdoor classroom.

1292
STUDENTS

STUDENTS _ =
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Thanks to Our Board

Each shares valuable skills and each makes
significant financial contributions each year
earning Community Foundation recognition
as a 100% Giving Board.
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SUE JACOX, President, Washoe County School District Educator, retired
CALEB S. JENSEN, CPA, Treasurer, Certified Public Accountant

PATTY MOEN, Secretary, Environmental Scientist

LEILANI KONYSHEYV, Washoe County School District Educator

JERRY WAGER, Environmental Program Manager, retired

A message from our founding director, Sue Jacox:

Plati "I want children to have what | have and cherish mydeifery

atinum _

Transparenc day | want them to look at the mountains and the sky and feel

100% P y inspired and excitedl want them to love Nevada and the earth
2025 and to feel a part of their community.want them to have the

skills and the will to make positive choices and to recognize that
. every choice and every action can make a differerdasd finally,
Giving Board Candid. | want them to be stimulated by lifelong learning and nurtured by
Award 2025 a sense of connection to the natural world."
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Is home base for 2, 3, andday overnight science
camps for school classes.

Our naturalist educators teach students in small trail
groups here in spring, fall, and winter.

Many students had never been to Lake Tahoe, and most
had never stayed in a cabin, hiked in the forest, or
helped with an environmental stewardship project
before.

Thanks to community support, we are able to share
YIye GaFANBOAE o Asérved dhidderR A (0 A



Overnight Science Camp along the shores of Lake Tahoe
offered during the Spring and Fall seasons focuses on the
following standardsased STEM Curriculum:

. Character Development: Getting Connected!
Astronomy

Forest Ecology and Life Science

Aquatic Ecology

. Geology

Resource Action: Conservation & Sustainability

o UA®WNE

During the Winter season, students have the fun
experience of snowshoeing at Spooner Lake and Galena
Creek Regional Park whilst learning

. Winter Safety & Hazards
Snow Science

Winter Ecology

. Astronomy

. Adaptations
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Our Science Day Field Studies program,
at Spooner Lake or Galena Creek Regional Park,
provide a welcoming invitation and introduction to
outdoor learning adventures.

In the Spring and Fall, students hike and learn forest
ecology, adaptations, and more. Additionally, they get
to dip-net for macroinvertebrates!

Winter is a special season as our students get to
snowshoe with us while learning winter adaptations
and safety. For many of our students, snowshoeing is a
first-time experience that creates a lotgsting passion
for winter recreation.

Speciall K y14a G2 WSYA |yR . NAI
snowshoes and snow gear from another program!




Thanks to our awesome Day Camp Director, Kit Huntington, school
break day camghas improved and become a huge success!

Campers participate in fun, engaging STeMted experiments, crafts,
games, and hanasn activities all along the Truckee River. Our
Adventure Day Camp program blends classic outdoor fun with unique
learning opportunities.

Kit has completely upgraded the Adventure Day Camp curriculum
involving more handsn discovery and natural exploration!

All of our day camp students also become environmental stewards by
helping clean up trash within Mayberry Park and on the banks of the
Truckee Riveto protect their watershed from being polluted by litter.

We thank all 195 students who attended Adventure Day Camp in 202!
for their stewardship and hard work and hope they continue their
efforts of protecting our planet Earth!

And thank you, Kit, for making Adventure Day Camp so much fun!



Pre-Assessment and Pogissessment Results

Students completed prand postassessments to measure knowledge
I3FAY YR FG4GAGdIdzZRS FyR O2ff SO0 | dz2
experience.

Summer Adventure Day Camp studassessments resulted

in 100%of studentsidentifyingthe Truckee River as their watershed,
and majority of students showed that they coudéntify two ways of

protecting their watershed80%of students were able to name at
least one leavano-trace principle.

In the spring©65%of overnight camp students had improved scores
on their post assessmentS./ Ydfeel they are more interested in
science./ 2%ifeel that GBOS helped teach them leadership and
responsibility.63%felt they had a boosted sefsteem after camp.

In the fall,61%00f overnight camp students had improved scores on
their post assessment86%feel they are more interested in science.
86%reel that GBOS helped teach them leadership and responsibility.
86%felt they had a boosted seisteem after camp.




2025 I m paCtS 1 2 9 2 students served
1 O O days of programs
2 9 7 2 student contact days

1 5 5 5 total served during all programs
7 8 2 students served during singtiy programs
5 1 O students served during multay programs




Scholarships

473 students received
scholarships!

Thanks to our generous support from the Nevada Division of Outdoor Recreation, the Nell J. Redfield Foundation, do
and community members, we were able to award scholarships to 9 schools. 3 of the schools attended edaynulti
overnight camp on the shore of Lake Tahoe. The other 6 attended our day field studies at Galena Creek.

The Reno Aces Foundation also provided funding for 10 students to attend our Summer Adventure Day Camp.

These opportunities provide a IHghanging experience to the children. We really appreciate all of the support from the
community in bringing more students to the outdoor classroom.

NEVADAN

DIVISION OF

OUTDOOR RECREATION




Student Quotes

The BEST thing about Great Basin Outdoor School is:
A You get to learn more about nature

A Making new friends

A The activities

The MOST IMPORTANT new thing | learned is:

A To respect nature
A How to protect the watershed
A How animals survive in the wild
A How to keep Lake Tahoe blue
A Nature is beautiful
A How to protect the environment
A Teamwork
W . Y A Respect
GREAT BASIN OUTDOOR SCHOOL is: _
Beautiful The MOST INTERESTING thing | learned about myself
Amazing A 1 like nature more than my phone
AEEETE A You can play stuff outside instead of inside
Wonderiul A 1 am strong
Interesting A 1 love nature
Super fun A 1 am smart
A It's good to try new things

Exciting



FromTeachers:

0The students learned a lot from
the workshops and discussed
environmental responsibility
afterwards during their free time.
liked the accountability the kids
had to be environmentally
O2y aOA 2 dza o€

G ¢ Keburalists weravonderful
and knowledgeable. They had
great rapport with the kids|
loved that youtaughtthe kids

about pollution and they got to d¢
ahandsonl OU A DA G & |

"This was a great handam way
for students to see their learning
In the real world."

FromSummer Day Camp
Parents:
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outside, enjoying and learning about
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vibe is mellow, and he spends all day

outside, exactly as aearold should
ALISYR UKS &dzYYSN3IDE

a 2 I'sacha great experience! Got my
girls outside hiking and exploring
nature. They loved it! We will be back
YSEG &SI N¥bé



Aﬁ[tgm[& ( } ’,“\\ COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION

our Great BaS'n B“dd'es \\v/) of Northern Nevada
support “Hands-on Discovery in the

OQOutdoor Classroom”
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to all our community partners who help us make

life-changing experiences possible for hundreds of COSTCOE
students each year. .
y M stewart

AII the friends, foundatlons armrganizations ,“,
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school program fees weII below actual cost to be —

affordable for classes and allow us to include =

underserved children with little access to the joys
of connecting with nature and learning the science ., .. Environmenta
of our natural world. Research Center

onette Foundation
Thank yOUF Burning Man Pruject .é Uﬂ Osf @%’%

George W.Gillemot
Foundation



Financials

100% of board members contributed
support, and our fundraising and grants
always subsidize over 50% of expenses
for children in our school programs.

Our IRS Forms 990 are available upon
NBIjdzSad FyR 2y Ddzh
http://guidestar.org/.

Program Fees Coming Soon!
Grants
Donations & Fundraising Platinum
Total Income Transparency
Program Coming Soon! 2025
Admin. & General
Total Expenses '
p B Program B Admin & General candid.



COMING UP NEXT!

We are excited to introduce our new School
Programs Director, Lauren Virzauren grew up in
the San Diego and Orange County area, where
summers at the Catalina Island Marine Institute
sparked her love of science, exploration, and
outdoor learning. She later attended Humboldt
State University, earning a bachelor's degree in
Environmental Science with an emphasis in
Sustainable Engineering, which also included study
abroad experiences in Costa Rica and Tasmania,
Australia. With all of her students, she aims to
foster a supportive, silly, and inspiring learning
environment.



